St Mary’s Church Thakeham

PCC Meeting
7.00 pm on Thursday 14 November 2024
MINUTES
Item detail Lead/Action
Welcome, Bible Reading and Prayers Mike James (churchwarden) welcomed all present to the meeting and selected a MJ
reading from Ephesians (Eph1.15-23), a prayer for spiritual wisdom
Present and Apologies Jane Everett, Allison Goodfellow, Matt Harder, Pippa Harder, Mike James, Barry Laker, MJ
Wynn Lednor, Liz Slaughter, Liz Whitehead attended the meeting.
Apologies were received, and accepted from Jane Blunden, Elaine Hawken, Pat Snape,
Chris Whitehead
Declarations of Interest None
Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 Mike James agreed to sign the Minutes of the September meeting as correct, subject M)
September 2024 to the amendment of minor typos and the inclusion of other matters raised, detailed
below.
Matters arising from the last meeting (Sept) 5: 7i Barry Laker has secured the tiles needed to complete the repair, which will be BL
done as soon as time and weather permit
5: 7 Barry Laker will treat the paths with Pathclear as soon as time and weather BL
permit
5: 8 Jane Blunden has secured the services of a stonemason to mark the burial space IB/MJ/AG
of the remains of 65 former residents of Thakeham whose skeletons were exposed
during the building of the new vestry. A photograph of a proposed headstone was
circulated and the wording approved by those present. MJ and AG are preparing the
application to be submitted to the Rural Dean for approval
8: 5 Completed. NOTE: The bugler used at the Remembrance Service was superb but
costly. ALL

12. The change to winter timing for PCC meetings was noted. Meetings will start at
7pm until further notice




Urgent Matters* reported to the
churchwardens or the PCC Secretary
before the meeting

None

Churchwarden Matters

The New Rectory

MJ informed PCC that the purchase of the New Rectory has been
completed. It is now owned by the diocese. A tenant will take up
residence from November 2024 with a specific, short term, 3 month
rental. The income from the letting is retained by the diocese not the
PCCs.

Until it is sold, the PCCs will continue to pay any standing orders relating
to the former rectory in The Street, as before.

The purchase of a replacement overhead projector (OHP) for the church
Jane Everett explained the problems that were being created by the
ageing OHP currently in church. We have funds of £2500 available to
replace it. Jane will obtain three quotes for the purchase and installation
of a new OHP

The appointment of our new priest

The closing date for applications was 11 November. Mike James has
informed us since the meeting, that there were no applications for the
role. It will be re-advertised in the new year.

In answer to a question, Mike informed PCC that the interview team will
be Liz Whitehead and Mike James (Thakeham) and Carole Lusher and Gail
Kittle (Sullington)

Allison will purchase a small Christmas gift of chocolates or biscuits and a
card to be given to Felicity by the churchwardens on our behalf
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Matters brought to the PCC by PCC members

A request for clarification about arrangements for Christmas

These are available on the website and in the weekly pews news

We still have no priest confirmed for the 11.30pm service on Christmas Eve

A request for clarification about clergy cover for weekly services in 2025
Nothing has been arranged yet but many thanks were sent to John Williams
(Sullington) for his commitment to securing cover for services in the benefice.
Fundraising 2025 (EW)

EW listed some of the larger amounts raised in 2024:

Bingo £280

The Plant sale £850

The Autumn Fair £900




100 club £1000

The Bridge Day £1600
The Murder Mystery Dinner £2700
Flower Festival approx. £15000

Apart from the Flower Festival which takes place every two years, most of
these events will be repeated in 2025. More details follow, after our
Fundraising Meeting in December.

PLEASE NOTE: In addition, we raise funds for Macmillan at the coffee morning
in September and Link to Hope with our shoebox appeal in November. Family
Support work is boosted by generous donations and ticket sales at Harvest
time and the National Children’s Home (NCH) charity benefits from donations
at our Christingle Service. Crisis at Christmas receives the donations made at
our Christmas Lunch

Please pray for the on-going success of these essential fundraising efforts
and energy for those organising them.

iv.  The Mystery of the disappearing linen
Wynn Lednor informed PCC of the dearth of purificators. Purificators are the
linen cloths used to wipe the chalice between users at our Communion. Each
costs about £11 and we now have only 2 remaining. It was agreed that Wynn
buy 6 from Kevin Mayhew, the church supplier.

v.  Church Safeguarding
Recent revelations about the misconduct of certain Anglican clergy have
resulted in the resignation of the Archbishop of Canterbury and other
diocesan bishops for their failures in responding adequately to information
received, thereby enabling the abusive conduct to continue unabated with
untold damage to victims and the church.
This provoked a very robust, lively and at times angry discussion.
Mike James will write to Bishop Martin to share our views.

WL
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Reports
[ ]

Deanery Synod
Family Social Work

Finance

Report received

PCC were very pleased to hear Wynn Lednor’s report that the FSW fundraising
afternoon tea with Rupert Toovey raised £1050. There is an appeal for tinned
Christmas goods to FSW by 2 December 2024

Liz Slaughter was congratulated on our improved financial position




e Safeguarding

Report received

10.

Correspondence

None

11.

Dates of next meetings

7pm on Thursday 9 January 2025 in The
Church Rooms

7pm on Thursday 13 March 2025 in The
Church Rooms

There being no further business, the meeting finished with The Grace at 20.38

* This replaces AOB
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