The Sunday Telescope
looking forward …

Combined news from both parishes
21 October 2021
Verse for the Year: 2021
In God’s strength ‘we live lovingly, peaceably, considerately and with humility’.
Titus 3:2

Services - at a glance
Sunday

24 October

31 October

8:30am
10:30am
10:30am
8:30am
10:30am
6pm

Celtic Communion at Sullington Church
Family Communion at Thakeham Village Hall
Inc. christening of little Oscar Whitehead
Morning Prayer at Sullington Church
Prayer Book Communion (BCP) in The Rectory
Service to Remember at Sullington Church
All Souls - everyone is welcome to come and remember those who have died

Songs of Praise on Zoom

PRAYING
- for Jenny Denman, and family, following the unexpected death of Johnny on Tuesday
- for the family of Mary Whitfield, whose funeral is at Sullington, Monday 25th Oct, 2pm
- for everyone who cares for a loved one in their final stages of life
- for all those facing their own mortality, for peace, hope and physical comfort
LINK TO HOPE SHOEBOX APPEAL - only 1 week left!
Thakeham and Sullington churches are supporting this initiative again this year. A list of what can and
cannot be packed in the box is on the Link to Hope website https://linktohope.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2021/05/Shoebox-leaflet-website.pdf. Completed boxes welcomed at church services or
the Rectory porch by 1st November for timely delivery. Any questions, please do not hesitate to call Carol
Peacock on 01903 745595.
SULLINGTON’S REVERSE (AND EARLY) ADVENT CALENDAR
Every day in November, set aside a store cupboard item for the Family Support Work larder.
Bring your 7 items, each week, and place them in the basket in church. The resulting mountain
of food will be delivered to FSW in early December, and on to needy local families in time for
Christmas. Generosity & Compassion in action (if you heard the Harvest Festival sermon ;-))
TIME TO REMEMBER - An All-Souls service for all who have grieved.
The October 5th Sunday of the Month Service is hosted by Sullington and will be at St Mary’s church. All
those who’s loved ones were buried at Sullington in the last 3 years will be invited to attend, and anyone
who has grieved is welcome too. Is there someone you could invite? This simple service will include music,
prayer and silence for reflection as we remember those who have died and receive God’s healing for grief
and hope for the future.
THAKEHAM BRIDGE DAY
Thakeham will be holding a bridge day on 18 November at Thakeham Village Hall. Tables are still available
but numbers are limited. The cost if £100 per table (£25 each) to include coffee, biscuits, a delicious lunch,
drinks & entrance to our raffle & YUMMY prizes! Please see the poster at the end of the Telescope for full
details.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

4 December – Carols and Cake at Sullington Church from 2pm – 3:30pm
4 Dec – Beer and Carols at Thakeham Village Hall from 7pm
11 Dec – Messy Church at Thakeham Church 9.30am - 11am
18 Dec – Free Christmas Present Wrapping (and maybe a carol or two?)
outside Meadow Stores in Thakeham 10am – 12noon
19 Dec – Carol Service at Sullington Church from 3pm
19 Dec – Carol Service at Thakeham Church from 6pm
24 Dec – 3pm Donkey Service No.1 at Thakeham Church
24 Dec – 4:30pm Donkey Service No.2 at Thakeham Church
24 Dec – 11:30 pm Midnight Mass at both Thakeham and Sullington
25 Dec – 10:30am Christmas Day Communion at both Thakeham and Sullington
26 Dec – Joint Zoom Service 10.30am

MOVING BACK INTO CHURCH
It is a great joy now to be approaching the time when our builders will be completing our wonderful
building project and so we need to plan the moving back into church process.
Two provisional dates have been agreed when we will be transferring items currently stored in the church
rooms back into church and will be grateful for any assistance. Providing no delays are experienced by the
builders, Saturday 6th and Wednesday 10th November from 10 a.m. if you are able to come on either or
both days, that will be so helpful. Watch this space for details nearer the time. Thank you. Blessings, Chris
WARMINGHURST CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Warminghurst Church are holding their Christmas Tree Festival on 3-5 December. They are looking for
sponsors for the trees, either from the business community or societies and groups. All schools, youth
groups and charity trees are free to them and sponsored by a business or individual. Please contact Rachel
Webster for an application form by email info.fowc@gmail.com or phone- 01903 891312.
SULLINGTON AND THAKEHAM CHRISTMAS LUNCH
This year’s Christmas lunch will be at Thakeham Village Hall on Sunday 5th December
12 noon til 4pm with lunch being served at 1pm. Donations on the day to Crisis at
Christmas. Tickets available from Cecily/Allison/Wynn/Liz Slaughter. Limited places
due to Covid restrictions.
FREE WILLS MONTH
Free Wills Month is a national free-of-charge will-writing scheme, with participating local solicitors offering
a limited number of appointments under the scheme. This runs during the months of March and October.
To claim a free solicitor appointment under Free Wills Month, go to https://freewillsmonth.org.uk/ and
follow the instructions there to register, search for a participating solicitor and contact them. You may
need to be patient before they respond, and the sooner you contact them, the greater your likelihood of
accessing one of the free appointments available. The scheme is being sponsored during October 2021 by
the RNLI. This means that will-writers are encouraged to leave a legacy to that charity as part of the
process. However, this is in no way obligatory.
WINTER FUEL ALLOWANCE
Family Support Work helps hundreds of families in need throughout Sussex, many of whom cannot afford
to keep warm throughout winter. The choice of “heating or eating” is real and one that we believe no
family should have to make. If you will be receiving a Winter Fuel payment from the Government this year,
please consider donating it to FSW who will pass it on to families in need but who aren’t eligible for this
payment. A donation of £200 could make an enormous difference to a local family dreading the approach
of the cold weather and the added pressures this will bring. https://www.familysupportwork.org/getinvolved/donate/

RAISE MONEY FOR THAKEHAM WHEN DOING YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ONLINE
St Mary’s Thakeham have an Easyfundraising account, which means that once you have registered, when
you shop online, many shops/companies will donate a percentage of what you spend, to St Mary’s
Thakeham. How good is that!! The Thakeham website has more details
https://www.stmarysthakeham.org/easy-fundraising/
GARDENERS
Please think of the Thakeham Plant Sale in 2022 when you split your perennials this Autumn and pot a few
for us.
HOW DO I JOIN IN?
Songs of Praise – 31st October at 6pm
Meeting ID: 821 3200 4890
Password: 471189
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82132004890?pwd=ekJjZS9RNzlQOURSVTZBS3pjTWdLUT09

Websites
www.st-marys-sullington.org
www.stmarysthakeham.org
Parishes YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGzvwRThZUMpnUYYRzTt1gA/videos
Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/STWparishes
Rev’d Sara-Jane Stevens
The Rectory, The Street, Thakeham, RH20 3EP
Office / Rectory Telephone: 01798 813 121
Parish Mobile: 07923 420 834
Email: revsj@btinternet.com
Parishes Office is open
Tuesdays
9.30am – 1.30pm
Thursdays
9.30am – 1.30pm
Telephone: 01798 813121
Email: office.stwparishes@btinternet.com
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A Service to Remember
An All-Souls Service for those who have grieved
All those who have grieved are welcome to this simple
service will include music, prayer, and silence for reflection
as we remember those who have died and receive God’s
healing for grief and hope for the future.
Sunday 31st October at 10:30am
St Mary’s Sullington, Sullington Lane, Sullington RH20 4AE

