
St Mary’s, Thakeham  

Building for the People to the Glory of God 

Don’t know what this is all about? 

Follow the link to take a virtual tour of the building site   

(filmed in early April 2021) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4YlQ8zpOqA 

April/May News 

Phase 2 (External Stonework and Extension) 

• At the time of writing external stonework repairs (excluding the Tower, see below phase 4) have 

been completed and scaffolding is to be removed shortly 

• Fitting out of the new extension has started  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Inside our new 

extension looking North 

Right: View from the 

extension into the church 

Above: Extension fit out 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4YlQ8zpOqA


MEANWHILE Phase 3 has begun (internal refurbishment and redecoration)! 

We remain immensely grateful to have been able to start this phase at all because we did not have sufficient 

funding to do so when we started this project, however, a combination of legacies, donations, successful 

VAT reclaims and an archdeacon’s loan have enabled us to commit to it and we are so grateful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following a variation of contract to include this phase builders wasted no time and have started to chisel off 

damaged plaster inside the church to give walls a chance to dry out during the summer period. This has 

revealed another historic issue , i.e. a layer of bitumen between walls and plasterwork. This will need to be 

removed before new plaser can be applied which along with just completed external stonework repairs will 

once again allow walls to ‘breathe’. 

It’s great to see continued good progress and we anticipate completion of phase 3 in the autumn, around 

mid to end of October.  

Phase 3: Internal refurbishment and redecoration with 

new heating, lighting, electrical supplies, VA equipment 

and more flexible layout, sympathetic to all ages and 

abilities with space for e.g. wheelchairs and babies’ 

buggies. 

Some of our team from left:  

Trevor, architect, Cliff, St Mary’s project leader, Sara-Jane, our vicar and Mike, church warden. 



 

 

Not yet funded: Phase 4 

This phase has been estimated at around £300,000 to complete. The most costly part of it (approx. 2/3) will 

be stonework with other external repairs to and repointing of the Tower. Also, inside the Tower dilapidated 

plaster work is to be removed. A new mezzanine level with a  bell ringing area is to be created and installation 

of a kitchenette at ground level will complete the scheme. 

We hope and pray that it will be possible to deliver this final phase of the project soon as it will be much less 

expensive to do so while builders remain on site.  

 

Above: Old plaster being removed from church walls, a layer of old bitumen is shown on the right. This will need 

to be removed, too before replastering and redecoration. 



 

 

For safety reasons access to parts of the church yard around the church will still be restricted. 

The removal of some of the scaffolding in the first week of May will have increased the accessible area of 

the graveyard, however, if you would like to visit an area not currently accessible please contact: 

• Symon, our site manager from Monday to Friday between 7.30am and 4pm (07736 550841). 

• Cliff, our project leader outside of working hours (07765 530370). 

 

 

We continue to give thanks: 

 

For donations, small grants and VAT refunds received, good safety management on site and good 

progress. 

 

We continue to pray: 

 

• For the successful delivery of the remainder of phase 2, to be followed by phase 3. 

• For funding of phase 4. 

• For protection for the team, their safety and wellbeing.  

• Continuing availability of materials when needed.  

Rev’d Sara-Jane Stevens 
 

The Rectory 
The Street 
Thakeham 

Pulborough 
West Sussex 

RH20 3EP 
 

The Rectory Telephone: 01798 813 121 
 

Parish Mobile: 07923 420 834 
Email: revsj@btinternet.com 

The Parishes Office is open 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am – 1.30pm.  
Telephone: 01798 813121 / 07923 420 834 
 
  Email office.stwparishes@btinternet.com 
Website  www.stmarysthakeham.org 
Facebook  www.facebook.com/STWparishes 
 

mailto:office.stwparishes@btinternet.com
http://www.stmarysthakeham.org/
http://www.facebook.com/STWparishes

