
St Mary’s, Thakeham  

Building for the People to the Glory of God 

Not sure what this is all about? 

Watch our video:  https://youtu.be/LgKTZkivzaw 

 

January/February 2020: Strong Foundations 

In spite of the challenges we all currently face there 

has been good progress on site before and since the 

2 week Christmas break. We are particularly 

delighted that safety on site continues to be well 

managed by Valley Builders with no incidents or 

accidents reported. Also, thanks in part to careful 

protocols, there have been no absences due to Covid 

illness.  

To protect ourselves and our community our monthly team site meetings have moved online for the time 

being and Cliff, our project leader is the only church representative visiting site regularly. Our vicar, Sara-

Jane, visits when needed.  

As per previous updates, in the current project phase (phase 2) we are mainly working on: 

• Restoration and repair of the church’s external ‘shell’, i.e. stonework, windows and creation of an 

‘airlock’ with a new glazed door at the main South entrance to keep cold drafts out. 

• A new extension at the back of the church for a multi-function vestry/meeting room/creche and 

toilets which includes provision of appropriate water, drainage and power supplies. 

• Internal repairs to wooden structures in the bell tower which have been affected by woodworm. 

Here are some snapshots of work done recently: 

‘Let there be light’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-December 2020: 

Window removed for 

repair, stonework repairs 

in progress 

Mid-January 2021:  

Window repairs complete! 

 

Mid-January 2021:  

Another, smaller window 

removed for repairs 

https://youtu.be/LgKTZkivzaw


 

 

Strong foundations: Dig deep, make it solid 

 

The next project phase (phase 3) will be very exciting and its completion will undoubtedly lift our spirits 

when we are able to return to worshipping together in our church building. We have a little way to go with 

funding so can’t commit to signing contracts yet. 

The work to be done will include: 

• Internal redecoration 

• Renewal of old electrical wiring, heating, lighting, and audio/video equipment  

• Improvements to internal layouts with relocation of the 2 front rows of pews and of the font 

The final phase (phase 4) is to include all external tower stonework repairs and, within the tower, creation 

of a mezzanine level for bell ringing and kitchenette at ground floor level. 

 

Mid-November 2020: 

Excavation for new 

extension almost 

complete 

Early December 2020: 

 Drainage installation and 

preparations for foundations 

15th January 2021:  

Concrete foundations for the new 

extension poured as planned.  

The weather was good, thank you, God! 

We have much reason to be thankful:  

 

For donations, small grants and VAT refunds received, safety on site and good weather when foundations 

were poured.  

 

Please continue to pray: 

 

• For remaining funds for phase 3 as we’ll need to make decisions about this before very long. It 

will be very much cheaper to continue working while we have builders on site. Costs will 

increase considerably if we are forced to defer. 

• For funding of phase 4. 

• For protection for the team, their safety and wellbeing. 

• Continuing availability of materials when needed.  



 

For safety reasons access to parts of the church yard around the church will need to remain restricted. 

 

If you would like to visit an area not currently accessible please contact: 

• Our Site Manager, Symon Triggs Monday to Friday between 7.30am and 4pm (07736 550841) 

• Cliff, our project leader outside of working hours (07765 530370) 

 

 

Rev’d Sara-Jane Stevens 
 

The Rectory 
The Street 
Thakeham 

Pulborough 
West Sussex 

RH20 3EP 
 

The Rectory Telephone: 01798 813 121 
 

Parish Mobile: 07923 420 834 
Email: revsj@btinternet.com 

The Parishes Office is open 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am – 1.30pm.  
Telephone: 01798 813121 / 07923 420 834 
 
  Email office.stwparishes@btinternet.com 
Website  www.stmarysthakeham.org 
Facebook  www.facebook.com/STWparishes 
 

mailto:office.stwparishes@btinternet.com
http://www.stmarysthakeham.org/
http://www.facebook.com/STWparishes

