
St Mary’s, Thakeham NEWS 

Building for the People to the Glory of God 

St Mary’s Church closed on 17th August until 2021 to prepare for work 

to restore, renovate and refresh our beautiful local Parish Church, 

starting in September. WATCH THIS SPACE! 

Why is the work necessary? 

 Almost all external stonework needs to be repointed, some must be replaced. Some windows are also in need of repair. 

 Internal plasterwork is crumbling in numerous places. 

 The old vestry and boiler house at the back of the church are dilapidated. 

 Oil fired heating is inefficient, high in emissions and expensive to run. 

 Electrical infrastructure is in need of renewal. 

 Lighting levels are very poor yet electricity consumption high. 

 The PA is old and sound is poor and difficult to control. 

 The internal layout does not offer space for wheelchairs or babies’ buggies.  

 There are no toilets, baby change or hand washing facilities. 

 Even very basic hospitality is almost impossible to offer. 

 There is no space or provision for small children to be looked after appropriately. 

 

Plans to Renovate, Restore and Refresh our Local Parish Church 
 

 External stonework will be repointed and repaired. 

 Internal walls will be re-plastered and repainted. 

 The old vestry and boiler house buildings will be demolished and replaced with a new extension. 

 The new extension will accommodate a multifunctional vestry/small meeting room/creche and toilets (including accessible) with 

baby change facility. It will be level with the inside of the church and will vastly improve its rear aspect. Roof lights and glazing have 

been included to make the most of natural daylight. 

 Heating and lighting will be as energy efficient as they can be with zoned controls, new ‘comfort heating’ under pews and new glazed 

doors to enclose the Southern entrance porch and minimise draughts. 

 Electrical supplies will be renewed and new audio visual equipment installed.  

 Minor layout changes will create more space at the front of the church and make best use of existing space elsewhere. 

 For basic hospitality we plan to install a kitchenette in the existing tower. The bell ringing area will be raised to the mezzanine level. 

 We currently have no bats in residence but we plan to install bat boxes to encourage local wildlife. 

 

 

Above: Current view of the church from the North 

Right: External and internal walls 

Here is a preview of our proposed new extension  

as seen from the North (the rear) and the West 

(Architect: Jane Jones-Warner) 

 
NB: All plans outlined have received Planning Permissions from 

Horsham District Council and from the Diocese of Chichester  



 

How will this be done? 

Carrying out work on and around a historic grade 1 listed building such as St Mary’s is costly, requires attention to detail and has been subject 

to extensive consultations, surveys, assessments and approvals processes.  

To make the most of currently available funding whilst working in the most cost effective way we have subdivided the project into phases as 

follows: 

Phase 1: Following receipt of £820,000 from a very generous legacy, safety concerns about our old cobble stone paths were addressed as soon 

as possible with new paths and an accessible car park completed in 2017 at a cost of £130,000. Phases 2-4 Development and Design: Designs, 

consultations, surveys and assessments for mandatory approvals of phases 2-4 cost just over £100,000 and highlighted a need for far more 

extensive structural repairs than anticipated.  

Phase 2 work (see below left): Funds are available to complete ‘phase 2’, consisting of repair of external stonework and windows, essential 

internal safety repairs to the Tower and construction of the new extension with new building services. 

 

Future Phases: 

Phase 3 (below right): Internal re-plastering and redecoration, optimisation of layout, 

enclosure of porch, new heating, lighting, wiring and audio visual equipment. 

Phase 4 (below right): Stonework repairs to the Tower, installation of new mezzanine bell 

ringing area and kitchenette. 

 

 

 

Fundraising is already underway for phases 3 & 4 and delivery of these will be more cost effective if contractors are able to 

continue working at the end of phase 2 rather than to leave the site and start again later.  

Numerous grant applications have been submitted by our project leader (STOP PRESS: We would like to thank Allchurches 

Trust for a grant of £14,000 received in August) and our intrepid vicar, Sara-Jane Stevens, is at the time of writing seeking 

sponsorship to ride the South Downs Path (first stages already complete). 

We would love you to show your support and interest by praying for the team and contractors working on the project and telling other people 

about the work. If you feel able to bless us by making a financial contribution, however small, this would also be greatly appreciated. 

Please see our website for details or contact us by phone or email 

 
 
The Parishes Office is open  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am – 1.30pm.  

 
Telephone: 01798 813121 / 07923 420 834   
Email: office.stwparishes@btinternet.com 
 
Website  www.stmarysthakeham.org 
  
Facebook  www.facebook.com/STWparishes 

  
  

Rev’d Sara-Jane Stevens 
The Rectory 
The Street 
Thakeham 

Pulborough 
West Sussex 

RH20 3EP 
 

The Rectory Telephone: 01798 813 121 
Parish Mobile: 07923 420 834 

 
Email: revsj@btinternet.com 

http://www.stmarysthakeham.org/
http://www.facebook.com/STWparishes

